BACK TO PRABHUPADA 

The magazine of the real Hare Krsna movement 

Issue 42, Winter 201 3/1 4 "Defeating tyranny in the realm of thought" www.iskconirm.com 





Page 2 • Issue 42 • Winter 201 3/1 4 • Back To Prabhupada 


Helping Devotees is Our Mission 



Published quarterly 

Founded under the inspiration of 
His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada, Founder -Acarya, 
International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness (ISKCON) 

Editor: Krishnakant 


Changing address? 

Don't miss out on your free 
subscription to BTP! 

Contact us as below. 


For more information, and 
letters to the editor, please 
write to: 

BackTo Prabhupada 
PO Box 1056, BUSHEY 
GREAT BRITAIN, WD23 3BR 


or email: 

irm@iskconirm.com 

website: 

www.iskconirm.com 

Contents Page 

Impossible to Defeat 3 

I m possi ble to Defeat - 2 4 

Trying to Become More 

Than One's Guru 5 

Trying to Become More 
Than One's Guru - 2 6 

GBC Supports Blasphemy 

of the Acaryas 7 

BTP Interactive 8 

HH Bhakti Charu Swami: 

100% Wrong on 50% 13 

Quotes, Notes and News 1 4 

The Proof of PAD 1 5 

The Proof of PAD - 2 16 


W elcome to Issue 42 of Back 
To Prabhupada (BTP). 

On page 12 of this issue's In- 
teractive section, there is a letter 
criticising the IRM for preaching 
to ISKCON members rather than 
preaching to "new" people, i.e. the 
general public. This is a common 
complaint, and is based on the as- 
sumption that preaching to those 
who do not yet know anything 
about Krsna consciousness must 
be more important than preach- 
ing to ISKCON members who are 
already situated in Krsna con- 
sciousness. Flowever, let us look 
at the facts: 

1) When it became necessary 
for ISKCON members to become 
spiritually situated "in the phi- 
losophy and activities of Krsna 
consciousness way of life", SrTla 
Prabhupada wanted that preach- 
ing to them should take prece- 
dence over preaching to those 
who were non-devotees: 

"Yes, you have got the right 
idea when you say that your 
preaching work shall be direct- 
ed toward the children and the 
devotees and not so much to 
the Dallas public [...] so now we 
have got enough followers, let 
us train them up perfectly in 
the philosophy and activities 
of Krsna Consciousness way of 
life. Unless all of my students 
become very much fixed up in 
their spiritual progress, what is 
the use of so many programs for 
expansion?" 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 20/6/72) 

And, ISKCON members are 


currently engaged in a double lev- 
el of deviation: 

a) SrTla Prabhupada has been 
removed as the diksa guru for 
ISKCON in gross disobedience of 
his orders; 

b) On every other major lev- 
el, ISKCON has also deviated from 
SrTla Prabhupada's orders and 
thus practically started a new 
mission, as was documented in 
BTP 30— "ISKCON's New Mission" 
(available to read online here: 
www.iskconirm.com/mission). 

Therefore, it's clear that we are 
nowhere near having ISKCON dev- 
otees trained up "perfectly in the 
philosophy and activities of Krsna 
consciousness way of life". Instead 
of becoming fixed up in their"spir- 
itual progress", "progress" is only 
being made in the level of devi- 
ation. Therefore, given the cur- 
rent situation, SrTla Prabhupada's 
direction to concentrate on first 
preaching to ISKCON members is 
clearly applicable. 

2) Actually, ISKCON members 
face a triple level of misfortune: 

a) It's already bad enough that 
they are not situated in Krsna con- 
sciousness. 

b) But unlike those who do 
not know about Krsna conscious- 
ness, ISKCON members have al- 
ready supposedly: 

i) Decided that they actually want 
spiritual life; 

ii) Put in effort and renunciation 
to achieve this: following the 4 
regulative principles, chanting 
16 rounds every day, and dedi- 
cating all their time to what they 


feel is service that will please SrTla 
Prabhupada. 

Thus, unlike others, their lack 
of spiritual results is accompanied 
by wasted efforts. 

c) Because they think that 
they have already found the ab- 
solute truth, it's not as if they will 
even consider searching for gen- 
uine spiritual life in the future like 
a newcomer may do. For they are 
already under the delusion that 
their search is over, and that they 
a re "saved". 

3) Thus, given this triple lev- 
el of misfortune, if the IRM were 
to neglect educating those al- 
ready desiring to become devo- 
tees in favour of newcomers, we 
would effectively be condemning 
them to their fates — self-deluded 
as they are that nothing is wrong. 
Furthermore, to help those who 
are trying to be devotees is the 
highest good, as Lord Krsna Him- 
self states: 

"For one who explains the 
supreme secret to the devo- 
tees, devotional service is guar- 
anteed, and at the end he will 
come back to Me. There is no 
servant in this world more dear 
to Me than he, nor will there 
ever be one more dear." 

(Bg., 18.68-69) 

Therefore, helping those al- 
ready trying to be devotees is no 
less important than preaching to 
others, and we make no apologies 
for making this our mission. 

Thank you and Hare Krsna. 

In SrTla Prabhupada' service, 

Krishnakant 


IRM Mission Statement 

S ince the physical departure of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami SrTla Prabhupada from our 
material vision on November 14, 1977, the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), 
the great movement which he single-handedly founded in 1966, and which is the only hope for humanity, 
has undergone a massive deterioration in its spiritual purity. This has been due to various deviations from 
the instructions and standards given by SrTla Prabhupada, the chief of which being his displacement as the 
sole diksa guru for ISKCON. The ISKCON Revival Movement (IRM) seeks to restore ISKCON to its former glory, 
purity and philosophical chastity through the re-institution of all the instructions and standards that SrTla 
Prabhupada gave, beginning with his role as the sole authority and diksa guru for ISKCON. The IRM's position 
is set out in The Final Order— see back page to order your free copy. 
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Impossible to Defeat 


T he IRM's philosophical posi- 
tion is so strong that even at- 
tempts made specifically to op- 
pose this position end up being 
forced unwittingly to agree with 
the IRM — that SrTla Prabhupada 
remains ISKCON's diksa guru. Two 
examples of this were highlighted 
in recent issues: 

In BTP 39 we saw how ISKCON 
guru HH Bhakti Vikasa Swami's 
support for a paper called "Defeat 
of Rtvik-Vada" was a case of su- 
preme illiteracy since that paper, 
while attempting to defeat the 
IRM's foundational document, The 
Final Order, actually ended up sup- 
porting its conclusions! (Please see 
www.iskconirm.com/illiteracy). 

And, in the last issue we saw 
how a GBC-supported "Vision 
Statement", which attempted 
to support the official GBC guru 
hoax, actually ended up accepting 
that SrTla Prabhupada is ISKCON's 
diksa guru. 

Now, ISKCON UK have pub- 
lished a document meant to spe- 
cifically prepare candidates for in- 
itiation by one of the GBC's gu- 
rus, but again only ends up prov- 
ing that one should take initiation 
from SrTla Prabhupada! The doc- 
ument is called "ISKCON Bhak- 
tivedanta Manor's Initiation Pro- 
cedures & Standards Policy", and 
all quotes in the shaded boxes be- 
low are taken from it. 

Srila Prabhupada's 
disciples 

Disciple means Discipline," Srlla 
Prabhupada said [...] it is not re- 
commended for you to regard 
anyone in particular as your fu- 
ture diksha guru until you have 
maintained the standard of six- 
teen rounds and four regulative 
principles for a minimum of one 
year". 

(P. 3 & 9, emphases in original) 

SrTla Prabhupada also stated 
that one is the"disciple"o/ r the one 
who gives the "discipline", which 


the document states is chanting 
16 rounds and following the 4 
regulative principles — disciplined 
rules given by SrTla Prabhupada: 

Srlla Prabhupada: "Who is 
my disciple? First of all let him fol- 
low strictly the disciplined rules." 

Disciple: "As long as one is fol- 
lowing, then he is..." 

Srlla Prabhupada: "Then he 
is all right." 

(Morning Walk, 13/6/76) 

And, indeed, anyone who fol- 
lowed these disciplined rules au- 
tomatically became SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's initiated disciple previously. 

The Rtvik system 

"Regarding SrTla Prabhupada as 
your guru, and carefully study- 
ing his books, you can discuss any 
questions that may arise with your 
mentor. [...] In those days, on SrTla 
Prabhupada's instructions, eve- 
ryone practised their devotional 
life under the guidance of some- 
one more experienced. And Srlla 
Prabhupada also depended on 
the local temple president to tell 
him if someone was ready for ini- 
tiation. So our so-called 'new sys- 
tem' is really just the one that was 
always there, the one our founder- 
acarya created." 

(P. 8 & 27, emphasis in original) 

The document proposes the 
same system of initiation which 
SrTla Prabhupada established: 

a) SrTla Prabhupada was one's 
guru, his books were studied, and 
any questions could be discussed 
with senior devotees, since most 
of SrTla Prabhupada's disciples 
never even saw him; 

b) Hence, SrTla Prabhupada 
did not examine candidates for 
initiation personally, but depend- 
ed on the recommendation of the 
temple president. (And after July 
9th, 1977, this temple president 
recommendation went to the lo- 
cal rtvik priest — see "Letter to 
all GBCs and Temple Presidents, 
9/7/77"). 


Under this system, SrTla 
Prabhupada automatically be- 
came one's initiating guru. And 
since the document states that 
this system should be in place 
now, with, as admitted in the pre- 
vious section, everyone following 
the disciplined rules given by SrTla 
Prabhupada for becoming his 
disciple — then SrTla Prabhupada 
should also again become one's 
initiating guru. 

Initiated by Srila 
Prabhupada 

"SrTla Prabhupada. He wrote his 
books not simply for his disciples 
of yesterday, but for the disciples 
of today. He is not only the found- 
er of the Hare Krishna movement, 
but the acarya, the spiritual mas- 
ter upon whom all other teach- 
ers base their life and teaching. 
[...] Your mentor will continue to 
encourage you to listen regular- 
ly to SrTla Prabhupada's recorded 
lectures, carefully read his books, 
and in general discover for your- 
self the teachings of Krishna con- 
sciousness directly as taught by 
the founder-acd/ya. This aspect of 
hearing from SrTla Prabhupada is 
crucial, since he is our perfect ex- 
ample of a guru, both in words 
and living example." 

(P.8&11) 


It is stated that one will direct- 
ly be receiving the transcendental 
knowledge of Krsna conscious- 
ness from SrTla Prabhupada as 
one's spiritual master, in the same 
way his disciples receive it. This 
means that one will be initiated by 
SrTla Prabhupada in the same way: 
" Diksa actually means initi- 
ating a disciple with transcen- 
dental knowledge by which he 
becomes freed from all materi- 
al contamination." 

(Cc. Madhya-lila, 4.1 1 1 ) 

"Initiation means receiving 
the pure knowledge of spiritu- 
al consciousness." 

(Cc. Madhya-lila , 9.61 ) 



ISKCON's gurus 
inadequate 

"Your guru can also rest assured 
that even after initiation his dis- 
ciples will be cared for and given 
sufficient guidance. This is a cru- 
cial need and, as most gurus 
nowadays cannot provide this 
personally themselves". 

(P.4, emphases in original) 

It is admitted that ISKCON's 
guru hoaxers are not able to pro- 
vide personal guidance. SrTla 
Prabhupada, however, is provid- 
ing personal guidance, even in his 
physical absence: 

"I shall remain your person- 
al guidance, physically present 
or not physically, as I am get- 
ting personal guidance from my 
Guru Maharaja." 

(Srlla Prabhupada Room Conversa- 
tion, 14/7/77) 

Conclusion 

Again, a document based on 
denying SrTla Prabhupada's diksa 
guru status, actually ends up prov- 
ing it in totol The truth cannot 
be defeated. Thus, we are seeing 
that no matter who makes the at- 
tempt, or how it is done, all roads 
always end up leading back to SrTla 
Prabhupada's position as ISKCON's 
diksa guru! Therefore, it would save 
such persons time and embarrass- 
ment if they gave up these futile at- 
tempts to defeat SrTla Prabhupada's 
position as ISKCON's guru, and in- 
stead just surrendered to him. 
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Impossible to Defeat - 2 


I n the preceding article, we dem- 
onstrated how SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's position as ISKCON's diksa 
guru is so natural and self-evident, 
that even attempts to specifically 
deny this position end up actually 
accepting it! Below, we present an- 
other stunning example of this in 
action. The quotes in the shaded 
panels are the answers given by 
guru hoaxer HH Sivarama Swa- 
mi ("SRS") during a Q&A session 
on the "Guru-disciple relationship 
in ISKCON" held on 17/11/2013. 
All emphases have been added. 

I am not the diksa guru -1 

"The spiritual master is not just 
performing some kind of ritualis- 
tic function, namely giving diksa 
or initiation or fire sacrifice to be 
more exact, and a spiritual name 
and mantra. He has a responsibil- 
ity that Krsna Himself elaborates 
on in the Bhagavad-gita. [...] And 
" tad viddhi pranipatena, upadeksy- 
anti", when you've taken diksa 
then you should inquire from him 
submissively and what will he do? 
He will tell you who the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead is, what 
your relationship is with him, how 
you can cultivate devotional ser- 
vice, what are the stages of ad- 
vancement". 

SRS states here that the diksa 
guru is not supposed to just per- 
form some initiation ritual, but 
actually impart transcenden- 
tal knowledge to the disciple 
(the Sanskrit phrases which SRS 
quotes above are from Bhagavad- 
gita 4.34, and state that the spir- 
itual master imparts knowledge 
to the disciple). However, SRS for- 
gets that he had earlier conceded 
that the supposed "diksa" gurus in 
ISKCON do not actually perform 
this function: 

“divyam jhanarh yato dadyat 
kuryat papasya sahksayam. So 
Srfla Prabhupada says initiate 
him with transcendental knowl- 
edge. [...] I usually call the siksa 


gurus the diksa guru because 
very often the diksa guru, it's 
like here two weeks a year is 
how much I spend in the U.K. 
So I'm not a resident here any- 
more. So diksa gurus, diksa gu- 
rus aren't there ." 

(SRS Lecture, 11/1/09) 

I am not the diksa guru - 2 

"And in the same way that a fa- 
ther oversees a child, in that same 
way the spiritual master will over- 
see the natural progress of a devo- 
tee, back home, back to Godhead." 

Continuing on immediately 
from the definition of a diksa guru 
given in the last section, SRS fur- 
ther explains that the diksa guru 
practically oversees the progress 
of a disciple back to Godhead. 
Again, SRS forgets that he had ear- 
lier conceded that the supposed 
"diksa” gurus in ISKCON do not ac- 
tually perform this function: 

"Senior devotees who are 
associating with you on a regu- 
lar basis. And of course, not only 
is it that the spiritual master 
then hears from them, but actu- 
ally the reality is that they're the 
ones who are daily giving, day- 
to-day advice, or guidance." 

(SRS Podcast, 9/8/10) 

Srila Prabhupada is the 
diksa guru 

We saw earlier that SRS had 
defined the diksa guru as a person 
who gives the disciple transcen- 
dental knowledge about Krsna: 
"He will tell you who the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead is, what 
your relationship is with him, how 
you can cultivate devotional ser- 
vice, what are the stages of ad- 
vancement". 

SRS forgets that he had ear- 
lier already told us that the per- 
son who teaches us this is SrTla 
Prabhupada: 

"the first guru that, you know, 
one accepts is Srila Prabhupada 
because he's explaining the 


scripture for us and he's teach- 
ing us by his instructions and 
example". 

(SRS Podcast, 7/8/09) 

As SRS admits here, all of us in 
ISKCON learn about who the "Su- 
preme Personality of Godhead is" 
and other similar matters, direct- 
ly from SrTla Prabhupada through 
his books. 

No personal relationship 

"One should have built a personal 
relationship with a spiritual mas- 
ter prior to initiation. That's what 
it means to accept a spiritual mas- 
ter. That there is some level of per- 
sonal interaction." 

In an attempt to justify the 
position of ISKCON's gurus, SRS 
states that one must have some 
personal interaction with a spir- 
itual master before one gets ini- 
tiated by him. Such a condition, 
it is hoped, will automatically ex- 
clude SrTla Prabhupada being 
one's spiritual master. But SRS for- 
gets that he has told us earlier that 
such "personal interaction" with 
the spiritual master is not neces- 
sary, since he never even met SrTla 
Prabhupada before receiving ini- 
tiation from him, let alone having 
"built a personal relationship prior 
to initiation": 

"For almost five years I had 
seen and known Prabhupada 
visually from photos [...] But I 
had never seen Prabhupada in 
person [...] That was the first 
personal contact with his Divine 
Grace, although I had been an 
initiated devotee for two years." 
(SRS, "Meeting Srlla Prabhupada") 

Indeed, SRS admits in the 
same Q&A session, that actually 
disciples of ISKCON gurus may not 
even know who they are!: 
"Whereas the person who's the 
guru perhaps we don't know 
them, and the faith that we have 
in them is not on the basis of 
knowing them, but it's on the ba- 
sis of not knowing them." 



Srila Prabhupada's position as 
diksa guru cannot be defeated! 


Summary 

SRS defines what a diksa guru 
is and the role he fulfils, having al- 
ready told us that: 

a) Neither he, nor the other 
gurus in ISKCON, fulfil this role. 

b) SrTla Prabhupada does ful- 
fil this role. 

Yet, SRS still insists on mas- 
querading as a fake diksa guru 
in ISKCON, because, as he states, 
the position automatically entitles 
him to garner many benefits from 
disciples: 

"So SandTpani Muni then tells 
Krsna that it's the responsibili- 
ty of a disciple to give his life, his 
wealth, his entire possessions to 
the service of the spiritual master." 

And SRS makes sure to ful- 
ly accept the "life", "wealth" and 
"possessions" of his disciples to be 
used in his service! 

Conclusion 

Yet another attempt by ISKCON's 
leadership to justify ISKCON's guru 
system ends up only revealing 
that ISKCON's gurus are cheating. 
It's not just that ISKCON's leader- 
ship is unable to defeat the IRM. 
Rather, they cannot even avoid 
defeating themselvesl 
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Trying to Become More Than One’s Guru 


T he IRM represents those dev- 
otees who unconditionally 
accept SrTla Prabhupada's state- 
ments that declare his teachings 
to be transcendental as author- 
itative. Thus, we are continually 
fighting attempts to portray SrTla 
Prabhupada's teachings as being 
deficient, limited, and in need of 
further development. Such an at- 
tempt was made by a recent ac- 
ademic paper, which was whole- 
heartedly endorsed and promoted 
by ISKCON guru and leader Hri- 
dayananda Dasa Goswami ("HD"). 
The paper is titled "Howard Res- 
nick Rationalizing the Theology 
of Bhaktivedanta Swami" (HD's 
civil name is Howard Resnick). Be- 
low, we contrast the actual nature 
of SrTla Prabhupada's teachings 
with the claims made by the pa- 
per (authored by ISKCON devotee 
Isvara Krsna Dasa), excerpts from 
which are presented in the shad- 
ed boxes. 

Universal, non-sectarian 

"The guru, or acaryadeva, 
as we learn from the bona fide 
scriptures, delivers the message 
of the absolute world, the tran- 
scendental abode of the Abso- 
lute Personality, where every- 
thing nondifferentially serves 
the Absolute Truth." 

( The Science of Self-Realization, 
"Choosing a Spiritual Master") 
"There is a misconception 
that the Krsna consciousness 
movement represents the Hin- 
du religion. [...] Rather, it is an 
essential cultural movement for 
the entire human society and 
does not consider any particu- 
lar sectarian faith." 

( The Science of Self-Realization, 
"Krsna Consciousness: Hindu Cult 
or Divine Culture?") 

SrTla Prabhupada's teachings 
are transcendental and univer- 
sal, presenting the message of 
the transcendental abode with- 
out any sectarian basis. However, 
the paper claims that SrTla Prabhu- 


pada's teachings are restricted to 
being of an "Indian" nature, and 
thus HD was required to "univer- 
salize" them: 

"Resnick articulates his ideas with 
a certain passion, [...] he seems to 
transcend the dichotomy of East 
and West, being free from both 
Indian or Hindu Nationalism as 
well as Western Orientalism. [...] 
he has taken A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami's ideas from their Indian or 
Hindu context and has universal- 
ized them". 

Intellectual, rational 

"One should understand the 
principles of religion with phi- 
losophy and logic. We are claim- 
ing college students, university 
students, because we are pre- 
senting religion on the basis of 
philosophy and logic. We are 
not blindly following." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 20/7/68) 

"The Visnudutas, like all 
genuine servants of God, un- 
derstood everything according 
to logic and reason. [...] Religion 
often gives rise to dogmatism, 
but the author of Sri Caitanya- 
caritamrta, Srila Krsnadasa Ka- 
viraja, urges us to try to under- 
stand Lord Caitanya and the 
philosophy of Krsna conscious- 
ness according to logic." 

[A Second Chance, Ch. 1 4) 

SrTla Prabhupada's teachings 
are already suitable for intellectu- 
als and combine spirituality with 
reason. Therefore, they do not re- 
quire intellectualising, and the 
use of reason does not constitute 
a new intellectual path. The paper, 
however, claims the opposite: 
"Bhaktivedanta Swami came to 
the West and had disseminated 
his teaching in English; perhaps 
more than by anyone else, his 
teachings were intellectualized by 
Dr. Howard J. Resnick [...] a new 
intellectual path, which will com- 
bine Indian spirituality and ethics 
with a Western commitment to 
reason and rationality." 


Personalist theology 

SrTla Prabhupada has present- 
ed a very detailed theology of the 
Supreme as a person possessing 
unlimited spiritual qualities, in- 
cluding rationality: 

"Srila Rupa GosvamI, after 
consulting various scriptures, 
has enumerated the transcen- 
dental qualities of the Lord as 
follows: [...] (1 1 ) highly learned; 
(12) highly intelligent; (1 3) a ge- 
nius; [...] The Supreme Person- 
ality of Godhead has all these 
fifty transcendental qualities in 
fullness as deep as the ocean. In 
other words, the extent of His 
qualities is inconceivable." 

(The Nectar of Devotion, Ch. 21, 
"Qualities of Sri Krsna") 

However, the paper claims 
that HD's simply putting forward 
these exact same ideas is evi- 
dence of HD having himself devel- 
oped this theology with "unique" 
characteristics: 

"This call for a personal theism 
is no doubt a central and major 
component in Resnick's theolo- 
gy, and he elaborates on this pro- 
fusely, and emphasizes the Su- 
preme to possess unlimited spir- 
itual qualities: [...] Perhaps this is 
a unique characteristic of Howard 
Resnicks theology, i.e implied in 
the idea of the Supreme possess- 
ing qualities is the idea that ra- 
tionality is also one among these 
his qualities". 

Envy of Srila Prabhupada 

Thus, since this paper clear- 
ly seeks to diminish the true val- 
ue of SrTla Prabhupada's teach- 
ings, only if one is envious of SrTla 
Prabhupada's actual contribu- 
tions, would one agree with the 
claims made in this paper. HD was 
directly asked if the paper rep- 
resented a "valid representation 
of your scholarly qualities" and 
hence, could be distributed. Not 
only did HD agree, but he has also 
posted the paper for dissemina- 
tion on his own website, and au- 



thorised it being disseminated on 
h is "Istagosthi " forum which exists 
for his disciples. 

Conclusion 

The support of this paper by 
HD is part of a consistent pattern 
of behaviour by HD which seeks 
to undermine and surpass SrTla 
Prabhupada: 

1) In BTP 22, we showed HD 
putting forward the theory that 
SrTla Prabhupada is only speak- 
ing the absolute truth some of 
the time, thus challenging SrTla 
Prabhupada's authority. 

2) In BTP 37, we showed HD at- 
tempting to correct SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's use of a policeman analogy. 

3) In BTP 40, we showed HD 
actually rejecting SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's teachings in the Srimad 
Bhdgavatam. 

4) Also, in BTP 40, we showed 
HD agreeing with a viewpoint that 
SrTla Prabhupada is conditioned 
by his ethnic background. 

Thus, through such behav- 
iour, and by the GBC supporting 
the behaviour of HD by endorsing 
him as one of their authorised gu- 
rus, HD and the GBC are support- 
ing the idea that one should try to 
become more than SrTla Prabhu- 
pada. However, such an attitude 
will lead to one's spiritual life be- 
ing finished: 

"If somebody thinks that 
"I have become more than my 
guru, more than Krsna," then he 
is finished." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 10/2/76) 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare and be happy! 
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Trying to Become More Than One’s Guru - 2 


I n the preceding article we high- 
lighted the example of Hri- 
dayananda Dasa Goswami ("HD"), 
one of ISKCON's unauthorised 
"successor" gurus to SrTla Prabhu- 
pada, trying to become more 
than his guru, SrTla Prabhupada. 

A disturbing manifestation of this 
mentality in action is his claim 
that his own version of the Bhaga- 
vad-gita, contains some 100 pag- 
es with a "systematic theology 
of the Gita explaining things 
that have probably never been 
explained in a western lang- 
uage" (HD Istagosthi, 28/12/13). 
Thus, not only does HD feel 
the need to compete with SrTla 
Prabhupada in releasing his own 
version of a book which SrTla 
Prabhupada has already supplied, 
but HD also believes that such a 
book will most likely go beyond 
SrTla Prabhupada's teachings by 
providing a "systematic theology 
of the Gita " which SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's teachings lack. Below, we 
contrast this behaviour of HD 
with SrTla Prabhupada's instruc- 
tions. Emphases have been add- 
ed. 

Not authorised 

"But according to Bhagavad- 
gita, all these six hundred edi- 
tions in different, studied from 
different angle of vision, they 
are all absurd and nonsense. 
It is very difficult. People have 
been misled by the so-called 
commentaries. There is no need 
of unnecessarily commenting 
on certain things. There is no 
necessity. Commentary or inter- 
pretation required when things 
are not very clear. Then you can 
suggest, "The meaning may be 
like this." But when the things 
are clear, why should you com- 
ment? There is no necessity of 
comment." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 14/4/72) 
"If my students cannot even 
read my own books thoroughly, 
why they should read others? I 


have given you TLC. what need 
is there to read Caitanya Cari- 
tamrta translated by someone 
else. You are right to stop such 
reading ." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 20/1/72) 

"There is no need by any of 
my disciples to read any books 
besides my books — in fact, such 
reading may be detrimental to 
their advancement in Krishna 
Consciousness." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 20/1/72) 

SrTla Prabhupada criticised 
the 600-odd editions of the Gita 
which existed as being unauthor- 
ised, and he therefore gave the 
world his authoritative Bhagavad- 
gita As It Is. He never stated that 
his edition was itself "not very 
clear", requiring to be superseded 
by yet another edition which ex- 
plains the Gita. On the contrary, 
he condemned the need to read 
other editions of books which he 
had already supplied. 

Not needed 

"In the same way, at the pre- 
sent moment also there are so 
many editions of the Gita (es- 
pecially in English), but almost 
all of them are not according to 
authorized disciplic succession. 
T...1 Since there is a great need of 
an edition of the Gita in English, 
as it is received by the param- 
para (disciplic succession) sys- 
tem. an attempt is made here- 
with to fulfill this great want ." 
(fig., 4.2) 

"The MacMillan Company 
wanted to shorten. [...] They 
wanted to make it only four hun- 
dred. Therefore half of the slo- 
kas was not nicely explained. 
But next time we are going to 
publish in large and revised edi- 
tion of Bhagavad-gita As It Is. We 
must explain everything . So the 
Bhagavad-gita is very, very high- 
class philosophy and theology ." 
(Srila Prabhupada Room Conversa- 
tion, 1 1/9/69) 

"We are also finding very 


good sales with our Bhagavad- 
gita As It Is. This is because the 
commodity is pure gold . There 
are many editions of the Bhaga- 
vad-gita, but they are not pure. 
Ours is selling more because we 
are presenting the Bhagavad- 
gita as it is." 

(The Science of Self-Realization, Ch. 1 ) 

The reason SrTla Prabhupada 
never authorised another edition 
of the Bhagavad-gita is that, as we 
see above, his version was already 
complete and perfect — rather 
than deficient and requiring HD 
to explain the "systematic theolo- 
gy of the Gita", which SrTla Prabhu- 
pada had somehow "missed" in his 
Gita. 

Not qualified 

" Unless one is empowered 
by the higher authorities, or 
advanced devotees, one can- 
not write transcendental lit- 
erature. for all such literature 
must be above suspicion, or, 
in other words, it must have 
none of the defects of con- 
ditioned souls, namely, mis- 
takes, illusions, cheating and 
imperfect sense perceptions." 
(Cc. Adi -hi a , 8.72) 

In the previous article, we 
gave the history of HD's attempts 
to surpass his guru, SrTla Prabhu- 
pada, demonstrating that he is not 
even qualified as a disciple of SrTla 
Prabhupada. Yet, to claim to of- 
fer the type of transcendental lit- 
erature HD is claiming to offer, he 
needs to be self-realised, rather 
than an unqualified disciple. In- 
deed, if one is authoring a book 
which is an unauthorised, unnec- 
essary and unqualified competitor 
book to SrTla Prabhupada's, then 
one is merely trying to fulfil a ma- 
terial desire to be an author: 

"One should not ambitious- 
ly think, "I shall become a great 
author. I shall be celebrated as 
a writer." These are material de- 
sires." 

(Cc. Adi-lila , 9.5) 



No Gita other than Srila 
Prabhupada's required 


Conclusion 

It is ironic that the GBC is al- 
lowing its"guru"HDto claim to of- 
fer teachings which may go be- 
yond what SrTla Prabhupada of- 
fered. Ironic, because when oth- 
er GaudTya Vaisnava groups, such 
as those of Narayana Maharaja, 
claimed they were required be- 
cause they were also able to of- 
fer teachings which went beyond 
SrTla Prabhupada's teachings, the 
GBC did not support such out- 
side attempts to undermine SrTla 
Prabhupada's teachings. However, 
we now have evidence that such 
opposition to others making such 
claims was merely because the 
GBC believed that such undermin- 
ing of SrTla Prabhupada should be 
done by ISKCON itself! 

Thus, we are faced with two 
competing visions: 

1 ) That offered by SrTla Prabhu- 
pada, promoted and defended 
by the IRM, which is based only 
on SrTla Prabhupada's record- 
ed teachings — the POP (Prabhu- 
pada-Only Paradigm). This vision 
is based on faith that SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's teachings are perfect and 
complete, and thus we do not 
need to consult any other outside 
sources. 

2) And that offered by others, 
where SrTla Prabhupada's words 
alone are not seen as sufficient. 

We urge everyone to choose 
SrTla Prabhupada. 


w\ 
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GBC Supports Blasphemy of the Acaryas 


I n the previous articles, we have 
highlighted the continued at- 
tacks on SrTla Prabhupada and his 
teachings by one of the ISKCON 
GBC gurus, HH Hridayananda 
Dasa Goswami ("HD"), and the en- 
dorsement of these attacks by the 
GBC through their support of HD. 
This pattern of ISKCON's GBC-au- 
thorised gurus blaspheming the 
pure devotee has now extend- 
ed beyond just targeting SrTla 
Prabhupada to also include oth- 
er acaryas and incarnations! The 
quotes in the shaded boxes below 
are from a "2014 New Year's Mes- 
sage" from ISKCON guru, HH Saci- 
nandana Swami ("SNS"), which 
was advertised on the GBC's main 
website for devotees. All empha- 
ses are added. 

No sabotage 

"Instead of living fully, we allow 
fear, selfishness, and anger to 
govern us, standing passively by 
despite their tyrannical rule. We 
throw ourselves into our own pris- 
on! Someone once told me, There 
are as many ways to sabotage 
yourself as there are people in the 
world.' Even saints have the ability 
to sabotage themselves." 

SNS states that people can 
sabotage themselves through 
their own fear, selfishness and an- 
ger, and then claims that saintly 
persons can also sabotage them- 
selves. But SrTla Prabhupada has 
never taught that saintly persons 
"sabotage"themselves in this way, 
or any other way. 

No foibles 

"Have you ever wondered what 
Prahlada Maharaja, Nelson Man- 
dela, Buddha, Mother Teresa, and 
Jesus have in common? Despite 
their foibles, they've each man- 
aged to rise above their inner 
weaknesses — or at least they've 
tried very hard to do so." 

Continuing with the theme of 


"saints can be ordinary", SNS im- 
mediately follows up the "sabo- 
tage" theme by mentioning in the 
very next sentence that pure dev- 
otees of the Lord such as Prahla- 
da Maharaja, Lord Jesus Christ and 
the incarnation of the Lord Him- 
self, Lord Buddha, are subject to 
"foibles" (imperfections or faults) 
and "inner weaknesses". SrTla 
Prabhupada roundly defeats this 
blasphemy, stating that these ex- 
alted personalities were "perfect 
in every respect" and "not condi- 
tioned": 

"Here we see that although 
Prahlada was perfect in eve- 
ry respect he nonetheless fol- 
lowed the instructions of the 
brahmanas who performed the 
Vedic rituals." 

(SB, 7.10.24) 

"This narration describes 
the characteristics of the great 
and exalted devotee Prahlada 
Maharaja, his staunch devotion- 
al service, his perfect knowl- 
edge, and his perfect detach- 
ment from material contamina- 
tion" 

(SB, 7.10.43-44) 

"Prahlada Maharaja: A per- 
fect devotee of Lord Krsna 
(Visnu)" 

(SB, 1.12.25) 

"Lord Buddha and Lord Je- 
sus Christ were in this group of 
saktyavesa avatara .. But they 
were not in conditioned state 
when they appeared; they came 
to teach here." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 14/11/68) 

Therefore, they did not pos- 
sess such "foibles" and "inner 
weaknesses". 

Not material 

We saw in the last section that 
SNS tried to justify his attack on ex- 
alted personalities such as Prahla- 
da Maharaja and Jesus by compar- 
ing them to a political leader and 
a social welfare worker. Yet, even 
these latter personalities them- 
selves never claimed to be on the 


same platform as exalted person- 
alities such as Jesus. Indeed, SrTla 
Prabhupada condemns the at- 
tempt to bring such acaryas down 
to the material platform: 

"So Prahlada Maharaja, a 
great devotee, he's in the line of 
disciplic succession. He's consid- 
ered one of the great acaryas ." 
(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 9/4/69) 

"Jesus Christ is one such 
great personality. We should 
not think of him as an ordinary 
human being. The scriptures say 
that anyone who considers the 
spiritual master to be an ordi- 
nary man has a hellish mental- 
ity." 

(The Science of Self-Realization, Ch. 4) 

"Narada Muni, Haridasa 
Thakura and similar acaryas es- 
pecially empowered to broad- 
cast the glories of the Lord can- 
not be brought down to the ma- 
terial platform. Therefore one is 
strictly forbidden to think that 
the acarya is an ordinary human 
being (gurusu nara-matih)." 

(SB, 7.7.14) 

Thus, to consider such acaryas 
as being ordinary is symptomatic 
of hellish consciousness. 

Actual blasphemy 

In last issue's Editorial ("The 
IRM Way"), we exposed how, 
due to not understanding what 
blasphemy actually is, the IRM 
is falsely accused of being blas- 
phemous. The irony is that when 
actual blasphemy occurs, as in this 
case, ISKCON's leadership is actu- 
ally supportive of it! As we dem- 
onstrated in our detailed analysis 
of the subject in BTP 32 ("The Real 
Meaning of Vaisnava-Aparadha"), 
blasphemy does not occur when 
the IRM speaks the truth about 
how SrTla Prabhupada's position 
has been usurped. However, it 
does occur when SNS makes false 
statements about exalted person- 
alities such as Prahlada Maharaja, 
as SNS has done here: 

"Another story fabricat- 
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Sacinandana Swami: 

Blasphemes Prahlada Maharaja 


ed to defame Srila Jlva Gos- 
vami states [...] This story is an- 
other ignominious example of 
blasphemy against a guru and 
Vaisnava . Such a story should 
never be accepted as authori- 
tative." 

(Cc., Adi-lila, 10.85) 

"We cannot manufacture 
our own idea . That is blasphe- 
my. sahajiya. Yata mat tata pat." 
(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 26/3/75) 

"Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu 
had heard rumors about Rama- 
candra Purl's blasphemy . Now 
He directly heard his fanciful ac- 
cusations . [...] Ramacandra Puri 
could find no faults in the char- 
acter of Sri Caitanya Mahaprab- 
hu, for He is situated in a tran- 
scendental position as the Su- 
preme Personality of Godhead. 
[...] He thus discovered imagi- 
nary faults in the Lord and then 
left." 

(Cc., Antya-lila, 8.50) 

Conclusion 

One has to wonder if there 
is anyone in ISKCON's leadership 
who understands even basic Krsna 
conscious philosophy. We have 
again had to explain to ISKCON's 
supposedly highest body, the 
GBC, and one of its supposedly 
most "advanced" devotees, one 
of their "good as God" gurus, sim- 
ple concepts such as not disre- 
specting acaryas such as Prahlada 
Maharaja! 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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ISKCON Hungary 
exposed - 1 

"Thank you for opening my 
eyes. I am very glad to find your 
movement, because I was disap- 
pointed to see how ISKCON has 
presented a corrupted version of 
Krsna consciousness in Hunga- 
ry for many years. I saw the video 
of Hungarian ISKCON devotees 
attacking the IRM devotee in Bu- 
dapest (the link to this video can 
be found on the IRM homepage: 
www.iskconirm.com), and it re- 
ally goes against any sort of reli- 
gious behaviour and against God, 
Krsna. 

They have made Krsna con- 
sciousness a huge business in 
Hungary. When I visited the tem- 
ple in Budapest, Sivarama Swami 1 
spoke about his sickness and suf- 
fering — it was an ego-maniacal 
speech anyway. So I'm very hap- 
py to discover you because I was 
losing my faith, I was simply sad 
and mad. 

I am not concerned that you 
may be in a small minority. This 
has always seemed to be the 
case for those who want to see 
the truth. Just the truth alone is 
enough'. 

Thank you and God bless you." 
- G. Szakonyi, Budapest, Hungary 
1 Sivarama Swami is the "guru" of 
ISKCON Hungary. 

Editor replies: 

Hare Krsna. 

Yes, many devotees have had 
their faith restored when they 
realise that those who have let 
them down were not actually pre- 
senting real Krsna consciousness. 
And, therefore, the fault lies with 
these pretenders and impost- 
ers, rather than with SrTla Prabhu- 
pada or Krsna consciousness. We 
are sending you all our publica- 
tions that we have in Hungari- 
an, and the balance in English. In 
the meantime, please do read all 
the articles on our Hungarian site: 
www.iskconirm.com/Magyar.htm 

Yes, we have to decide wheth- 


er we are interested in the truth 
and adherence to SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's order, which is spiritual 
power; or buildings and many fol- 
lowers, which is material power. If 
one is interested in material pow- 
er rather than spiritual purity, then 
Krsna consciousness is not in any 
case the path one should be fol- 
lowing. 

ISKCON Hungary 
exposed - 2 



"The book 100 Deviations: The 
life and teachings ofHH Sivarama 
Swami is a very good description 
how ISKCON's fake gurus are de- 
viating from SrTla Prabhupada's in- 
structions. For this, these guys will 
have to be chastised after death." 

- Cayetano Rodriguez, San Salvador, 
El Salvador 

"Thank you ever so much for 
sending me the two books, 100 
Deviations and WO Contradictions. 

I will read them very carefully as I 
believe the truth will prevail. 

Hare Krsna." 

- M. Raeburn, Lancashire, England 

Questioning authority 

"Very funny how you use Hri- 
dayananda Swami or so called 
for "authority", p. 52 in 100 Devia- 
tions of Sivarama Swami for "I use 
my time playing ping pong". HH 
Sivarama Swami is no authority 
for you (for me neither) but when 
it is time for you, he becomes... 
So you are exactly the same that 
ISKCON gurus in a different way. 
Very hilarious that for your ad- 
vertisement for The Final Order in 
BTP you use Bhakti Vikasa Swami, 
whom for other things you don't 


accept any authority and who be- 
comes for that no longer a bogus 
guru, but 'ISKCON guru'. Hilarious, 
really..." 

You are very strict and fanat- 
ic for other people but for you . . ." 

- Prahlada Nrsirhha Dasa, Terrasson, 
France 

Editor replies: 

You have completely misun- 
derstood the use of "authority" in 
both of the above cases. Allow us 
to explain them to you: 

1) In the "Introduction" to the 
book 100 Deviations of Sivarama 
Swami we explain that the book 
will be applying the "mortar and 
pestle" technique recommended 
by SrTla Prabhupada. SrTla Prabhu- 
pada states that this technique al- 
lows someone to be defeated 
through the act of quoting those 
whom they accept as authorities : 

"This series provides the 
viewpoints of those claiming to 
be Srlla Prabhupada's succes- 
sors via their own words. Hence, 
though ISKCON members may 
argue that "we do not accept 
the IRM (ISKCON Revival Move- 
ment)" and its " rtvik philoso- 
phy" they cannot argue that 
they refuse to accept the words 
emanating from the "lotus 
mouths" of persons whom they 
accept as being as good as God. 
In this, we are adopting the fol- 
lowing methodology taught to 
us by Srlla Prabhupada: 

" There is a Bengali proverb: 
tora sil tora noda, tora bhangi 
dantera goda. I take your mor- 
tar and pestle and I break your 
teeth. This means that we use 
the scientists own weapons and 
with them we defeat their atheis- 
tic philosophy. [...] Similarly ; we 
can use our materialistic knowl- 
edge to defeat the atheistic phi- 
losophy of the scientists. So you 
also can continue your studies 
and learn what is sil and noda 
(mortar and pestle) so you can 
break their dantera goda (break 
their teeth)/' 


(Srlla Prabhupada Letter , 8/3/76 )" 

2) The book, therefore, ap- 
plies Srlla Prabhupada's "mor- 
tar and pestle" method to defeat 
HH Sivarama Swami ("SRS") by 
quoting those whom he accepts 
as authorities. One of these sourc- 
es of authorities whom SRS ac- 
cepts are other ISKCON leaders, 
and we quote from them in Chap- 
ter 6 to show how SRS is thus de- 
viating from his own source of au- 
thority. The title of this chapter, "I 
Deviate from ISKCON", and its in- 
troduction below, make it abun- 
dantly clear what will follow: 
"Having deviated from both 
Srlla Prabhupada and himself, 
for good measure SRS also de- 
viates from ISKCON authorities 
such as ISKCON GBC members 
and gurus, whom he accepts as 
bona fide." 

Hence, on page 52 in this 
chapter, we quote the follow- 
ing statement from His Holiness 
Hridayananda Dasa Goswami 
("HD"), whom SRS accepts as his 
source of authority, as HD is a fel- 
low ISKCON guru and GBC: 

"In countries like America, 
however, retirement cities have 
been constructed wherein el- 
derly people can make fools of 
themselves by wasting the last 
years of their lives playing golf, 
ping-pong and shuffleboard". 
(His Holiness Hridayananda Dasa 
Goswami, SB, 12.3.33, purport) 

This quote is then contrasted 
on the same page with a picture 
of SRS playing ping pong: 



please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Since SRS accepts the pur- 
ports to the 11th and 12th Can- 
tos of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, 
which are written by HD, as au- 
thoritative, he has to accept HD's 
analysis that he is a time-wast- 
ing "fool". Thus, by quoting HD, 
we have demonstrated that SRS is 
deviating from his own source of 
authority . Hence, using the "mor- 
tar and pestle" technique to quote 
ISKCON authorities contradicting 
each other does not mean that we 
are accepting them as authorities, 
any more than SrTla Prabhupada is 
accepting the scientists and athe- 
ists, whose knowledge he asks us 
to use against them, as his author- 
ities. 

Thus, due to your not under- 
standing SrTla Prabhupada's teach- 
ings, and not bothering to even 
read the book you are criticising, 
you have ended up confusing SRS 
with the IRM. For, it is SRS who ac- 
cepts both himself and HD as au- 
thorities — not the IRM. 

3) You have also made exact- 
ly the same error in regards to 
the use of authority in connec- 
tion with the advertisement for 
The Final Order {"TFO") which can 
be found on the back of BTP. In 
this advertisement, due to again 
using SrTla Prabhupada's "mor- 
tar and pestle" method, we have 
quoted HH Bhakti Vikasa Swami 
glorifying TFO — not because he 
is our authority, but because he is 
an authority for ISKCON. And you 
can't get a better endorsement for 
a book than your enemy acknowl- 
edging its global influence! He is 
referred to in the advertisement 
as an "ISKCON guru" because that 
is exactly what his official title in 
ISKCON is. "Bogus guru" is what 
we think of him, but that is not his 
title within ISKCON . 

Thus, in your desperation to 
find fault where none exists in our 
simple use of quotations, it is you 
yourself who are the "fanatic" one. 
Hence, the "very funny" person is 
actually you! Hilarious, really... 


BTP Interactive (continued) 


Beware of black snakes 

"The GBC and guru hoaxers 
are more dangerous than black 
snakes. Therefore, the guru hoax- 
er business must be stopped 
though IRM Movement. Prabhu 
Krishnakant is doing a wonder- 
ful job. SrTla Prabhupada is see- 
ing you from spiritual world. IRM 
is the only hope for next 9,500 
years. Please send me BTP and 
other books. 

Your servant," 

- Ramesh Samgi, Lisbon, Portugal 

Falsehoods and lies 
against IRM 

In last issue's Editorial, entitled 
"The IRM Way", we explained how 
in "devotee" circles emotional alle- 
gations are made without any evi- 
dence to support them. Below is a 
perfect example of this phenom- 
enon in action. The following let- 
ter was sent by Aditi Devi Das! 
("ADD"), from Alachua, Florida, 
and our response in blue is inter- 
spersed between her statements 
below: 

"You think you are helping SrTla 
Prabhupada's mission, but actual- 
ly you are destroying his mission. 
When people go online all they 
see are exaggerations of the faults 
or fall-downs of some of his disci- 
ples, and therefore people lose in- 
terest in Krsna consciousness." 

In just one short statement, 
ADD has made at least 4 false al- 
legations: 

1) ADD claims that online 
we present "exaggerations of 
the faults or fall-downs of SrTla 
Prabhupada's disciples". Howev- 
er, one can check the IRM website, 
www.iskconirm.com. for oneself 
and see that this is a false allega- 
tion. Because when details of "fall- 
downs" are given, we present ver- 
batim quotes from official GBC 
statements. 

2) ADD also claims that when 
people go online, all they see 
are the aforementioned exag- 
gerations. Leaving aside the fact 


that no exaggerations are actu- 
ally presented, the vast majority 
of the papers on the IRM website 
do not even deal with the details 
of "fall-downs" of SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's disciples. Rather, they deal 
with analysing the actual philoso- 
phy presented in the statements 
of SrTla Prabhupada. Again, a 
simple check of the IRM website 
www.iskconirm.com will allow 
anyone to verify this fact. 

3) "Krsna consciousness" does 
not consist of unqualified and un- 
authorised persons pretending to 
be "good as God" gurus in the par- 
ampara. Hence, if one does find 
out about such imposters from 
the IRM website, they will only be 
losing interest in such pretenders, 
rather than in "Krsna conscious- 
ness". And this knowledge about 
what is false and what is true will 
in turn clear a path for one to then 
take up actual Krsna conscious- 
ness. 

4) Thus, given the above facts, 
to claim that we are "destroying" 
SrTla Prabhupada's mission is just 
another huge lie. 

"he (SrTla Prabhupada) would 
say, "Do not broadcast his down- 
fall... otherwise it will be difficult 
for him to come back to devotion- 
al service." But what do you do? 
You not only advertise downfalls, 
but often exaggerate the trans- 
gressions" 

1) By enclosing it in quota- 
tion marks, ADD is implying the 
following quote has been stated 
verbatim by SrTla Prabhupada: "Do 
not broadcast his downfall. ..oth- 
erwise it will be difficult for him to 
come back to devotional service " 
However, there exists no record- 
ed evidence for such a quote. 

2) Regardless of the veracity 
of this alleged quote, ADD's claim 
here that we "often exaggerate 
the transgressions" is in any case 
a lie, since we merely quote the 
information the GBC originally 
put out regarding the "fall-down" 
of their "gurus". Thus, if ADD ob- 


jects to such information being 
made public, she needs to direct 
her complaint to the actual orig- 
inal source of the broadcast, rath- 
er than us. 

"SrTla Prabhupada meant for 
his disciples to take disciples af- 
ter his departure... that is so clear, 
and he said it so many times. "In 
my presence they will be my disci- 
ples, and when I leave, they will be 
your disciples." Otherwise why did 
we not take initiation from SrTla 
Bhaktisiddhanta?" 

1 ) By enclosing it in quotation 
marks, ADD is claiming the follow- 
ing quote has been stated verba- 
tim by SrTla Prabhupada: "In my 
presence they will be my disciples , 
and when I leave, they will be your 
disciples." 

However, there exists no re- 
corded evidence for such a quote 
having been stated even once, 
never mind "many times" by SrTla 
Prabhupada. 

2) We do not take initiation 
from SrTla Bhaktisiddhanta Saras- 
vatT Maharaja because we must 
take initiation from the current 
link in the disciplic succession, 
and that is SrTla Prabhupada: 

"As already stated, Brahma 
is the original spiritual master 
for the universe, and since he 
was initiated by the Lord Him- 
self, the message of irimad - 
Bhagavatam is coming down by 
disciplic succession, and in or- 



Srlla Prabhupada: 

The current link 
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der to receive the real message 
of Srimad-Bhagavatam one 
should approach the current 
link, or spiritual master, in the 
chain of disciplic succession/' 

(SB, 2:9:7) 

Anyone who wishes to claim 
that SrTla Prabhupada is no long- 
er the current link would need to 
quote SrTla Prabhupada stating: 

a) That he was to cease acting 
as the current link of the disciplic 
succession. 

b) That instead, he had au- 
thorised someone else to become 
the current link. 

Fabricating false quotes from 
SrTla Prabhupada, as ADD has 
done here, does not constitute 
such evidence. 

"No, they were not on the plat- 
form of SrTla Prabhupada, but 
they were willing to take disciples 
on his behalf. But they were to be 
their disciples once SrTla Prabhu- 
pada had departed from his phys- 
ical body." 

In order for the above allega- 
tion to be a fact, ADD would need 
to present a statement from SrTla 
Prabhupada stating that: 

"those who take disciples on my 
behalf will be taking their own dis- 
ciples once I depart from my physi- 
cal body" 

ADD has presented no such 
statement from SrTla Prabhupada, 
nor does such a statement exist. 
Hence, as we saw earlier, ADD has 
instead just fabricated her own 
"quotes". 

"He will always remain the 
siksa guru of every disciple... his 
teachings are the textbooks for all 
generations to come. Please stop 
your hindering of the samkirtan 
movement by your misleading ar- 
ticles." 

1) SrTla Prabhupada's teach- 
ings are the textbooks for gener- 
ations to come. However, in these 
teachings SrTla Prabhupada does 
not state that he will cease to be 
ISKCON's diksa (initiating) guru 
and instead only remain the $ik$a 


(instructing) guru. 

2) As we have demonstrated 
above, it is not that we are pre- 
senting any misleading articles. 
Rather, it is ADD who has present- 
ed a whole litany of patently false 
allegations about our articles. 

"Instead of looking for the 
splinter in someone else's eye, 
look for the log in your own. Or 
as SrTla Prabhupada said, be very 
careful not to commit Vaisnava 
aparadha ." 

1 ) ADD finishes with a massive 
self-contradiction. Having pre- 
sented nothing but a long list of 
(false) criticisms against the IRM, 
she concludes that one should 
not criticise others! 

2) She also claims that one 
should be very careful to not com- 
mit Vaisnava aparadha (offenses). 
Yet, such offenses are only com- 
mitted by making false allegations, 
which is exactly what we have 
documented ADD making above: 

"Apaisunam means that one 
should not find fault with oth- 
ers or correct them unneces- 
sarily. Of course to call a thief 
a thief is not faultfinding, but 
to call an honest person a thief 
is very much offensive for one 
who is making advancement in 
spiritual life." 

(Bg., 16.1-3) 

Thus, without any shame or 
embarrassment, ADD is happy 
to present a non-stop barrage 
of false statements and lies mas- 
querading as "Vaisnava philoso- 
phy". And anyone who has read 
BTP will know that such behav- 
iour has indeed become all too 
common amongst those claiming 
to be"Vaisnavas". 

Desperate times call for 
desperate measures 

"Dear Krishnakant Prabhu, 

PAMHO, AGTSP. Hare Krsna. 

BTP 40 — Very interesting in- 
deed. On page 2, HH Bhakti Vika- 
sa Swami ("BVKS") is quoted talk- 
ing about apparent contradictions 


within SrTla Prabhupada's teach- 
ings and claiming that therefore 
"living gurus" such as himself are 
needed to explain all these "con- 
tradictions". Yet, in my first two 
years as an aspiring bhakta I per- 
sonally had no one teach me an- 
ything other than SrTla Prabhu- 
pada teaching me through his 
books. At that time (1 982) JayatTr- 
tha fell and different groups were 
preaching many bogus philoso- 
phies to steal from the ISKCON 
flock. Ironically, ISKCON itself also 
deviated just to retain and reclaim 
their members 

I simply read His Divine 
Grace's books and everything fell 
in place. Although a new bhakta, 
back then, they couldn't lie to me 
on the philosophy. ..being scien- 
tific and spoken by the highest au- 
thority SrTla Prabhupada. 

How much more twisted phi- 
losophies to maintain the guru 
hoax? Your servant," 

- Jagannath Dasa, Durban, South Af- 
rica 

Editor replies: 

The ISKCON guru hoaxers are 
desperate to justify their exist- 
ence so that they can retain their 
unauthorised positions as "good 
as God" gurus, through which 
they can garner Profit, Adoration 
and Distinction (PAD). Hence, they 
have to keep concocting reasons 
to justify why they are needed- 
such as claiming they need to "ex- 
plain" SrTla Prabhupada's contra- 
diction (BVKS, 4/2/201 3). The iro- 
ny is that, as we expose in every is- 
sue of BTP, these "living gurus" are 
unable to even explain themselves 
and the basis for their unauthor- 
ised guru position, and their own 
contradictions— never mind SrTla 
Prabhupada's teachings! For more 
evidence of this, see articles on 
pages 3, 4, 1 5 and 1 6 of this issue. 

The search for a guru - 1 

"I was very relieved to find this 
site (www.iskconirm.com); been 
struggling with contradictory in- 



Search over: 

SrTla Prabhupada is everyone's guru 


formation and trying to be a dev- 
otee looking for a Guru Maharaja, 
thank you." 

- Marissa Borucki, Texas, USA 

Editor replies: 

Yes, as this "Interactive" sec- 
tion documents, BTP has enlight- 
ened thousands in regards to the 
various conflicting and contra- 
dictory claims which have been 
put forward in connection with 
the search for a bona fide guru in 
ISKCON. As the publications we 
have sent you will establish with 
detailed evidence, your search for 
a Guru Maharaja is now over, as 
SrTla Prabhupada is that personal- 
ity. You do not need to look for an- 
yone else to fulfil this role. 

THE BTP EXCHANGE j 

The search for a guru - 2 

"Hare Krsna, 

You have on occasion an- 
swered my questions previous- 
ly and it has been such a help. 
Thank you! Your magazine, Back 
To Prabhupada is so informative 
and provides information I can 
get nowhere else. 

I have one other question 
that is troubling me. I keep read- 
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ing in certain sources that in or- 
der to be a real devotee I must be- 
come initiated and I must have an 
ISKCON guru to do it. There are no 
ISKCON temples anywhere near 
where I live. I have on occasion 
emailed two other ISKCON gu- 
rus and have gotten no response. 

I love Krsna, I chant and read A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu- 
pada's books and follow his in- 
structions. Must I have an ISKCON 
guru initiate me in order to be 
considered a true devotee? If I do, 
can you tell me of someone I can 
contact who would help me with 
this process? 

With Much Respect," 

- David Cavail, North Carolina, USA 
Editor replies: 

Dear David, 

You do not need to search for 
some ISKCON guru to initiate you, 
because as our publications doc- 
ument, SrTla Prabhupada is your 
and everyone else's guru! 

So stay with SrTla Prabhu- 
pada— do not deviate from him 
by accepting any other guru. 
Thank you. 

Your servant, 

Krishnakant 


"Thank you! That gives me 
great peace of mind, I will contin- 
ue to follow SrTla Prabhupada's in- 
structions through his talks and 
books. 

I so enjoy your BTP magazine, 
thank you for the work you are do- 
ing! 

With Much Respect!" 

- David 

Srila Prabhupada is the 
guru! 

"SrTla Prabhupada is the living 
guru, all glories to him. Thank you. 
Haribol! Keep sending magazine." 

- Vijayalaksmi L., Mysore, India 

"ISKCON should be restored to 
its former glory and to the stand- 
ards given by SrTla Prabhupada." 

- Vijay Pratap, New Delhi, India 

"The de facto rtviks should be 
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prohibited from masquerading as 
diksa gurus, and SrTla Prabhupada 
be chosen as the diksa guru." 

- Dr. V. Sree Krishna, Bangalore, India 
"Dear SrT Krishnakant, Pran- 
am. I am a disciple of His Divine 
Grace SrTla Prabhupada since 
1969, in India almost without in- 
terruption since 1974, for the 
past ten years in Secunderabad. 

I have TFO and have been read- 
ing BTP now for about four 
years, agreeing with your po- 
sition (although, in relation to 
Prabhupada's being described 
as a saktyavesa-avatara 2 , as you 
did in the last BTP, I am gener- 
ally not pleased with this for 
the reason that the missions 
of the well known saktyavesa- 
avataras are to my thinking 
comparatively ordinary com- 
pared to that executed by him). 
In relation to the complaint of 
one of your respondents in the 
last Back To Prabhupada, (Ed.: This 
refers to the following statement 
from Madhudvisa Dasa, which 
was printed in the article "Racial 
Attacks Continue", BTP 39: 

"The other, more insidious 
motivation, is that Krishna Kant 
is of South Indian descent and 
the Indian brahmanas, particu- 
larly the South Indian brah- 
manas are very upset at Srila 
Prabhupada and ISKCON for 
making westerners Vaisnavas 
and worse still making western- 
ers sannyasis and gurus .") 

I have been in South India 
more than twenty years now and 
have never felt any particular dis- 
dain either toward myself or to- 
ward SrTla Prabhupada and his 
works on the part of the brah- 
mana or Vaisnava communities. 
Indeed, there is a collection of 
testimonials from South Indian 
brahmana, Vaisnava and perhaps 
other religious leaders made by 
our Yasodanandana Swami in the 
1970s showing the complete op- 
posite. 

Yours truly," 


- Rasananda Dasa (Brahmacari), Se- 
cunderabad, India 

2 Maktyaveia-avatara is a divinely em- 
powered personality. 

Editor replies: 

It is not that we are the ones 
who decided to describe SrTla 
Prabhupada as a taktydveia-ava- 
tara. We simply quoted SrTla 
Prabhupada using this term when 
speaking about the spiritual mas- 
ter: 

"Regarding your questions 
in the letter of November 18, 
1972, you have asked me if the 
spiritual master is ultimately 
Krishna, so the answer must be 
that if you think that way then 
everyone is Krishna. So why we 
should think like this? saktyave- 
sa Avatara. means a living enti- 
ty, but he is specially empow- 
ered. Not that he is Krishna. But 
on account of his exalted posi- 
tion he is honoured as much as 
Krishna. Not that he is Krishna." 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 14/12/72) 

ISKCON's New Mission 

'"ISKCON's New Mission', from 
BTP 30, re: Abandonment of SrTla 
Prabhupada's key teachings; 
ISKCON's deviations summarised, 
is a perfect assessment. Good 
writing. 

(Ed.: This article is available 
online here: 

www.iskconirm.com/mission) 

See the ominous warning by 
SrTla Prabhupada below. 

Bhavananda: "...we have to 
appraise that if Your Divine Grace 
leaves us, what will be the result 
both to ISKCON society, to each of 
your disciples individually, and to 
the entire planet." 

Srila Prabhupada: " That I am 
thinking, that such a big Society, 
the aims and object may be dis- 
mantled. I am thinking from that 
vision ." 

(SrTla Prabhupada Room Con- 
versation — October 26, 1977, 
Vrndavana) 

-Yasodanandana Dasa, California, USA 



Srila Prabhupada's fear that 
ISKCON's "aims and object 
may be dismantled" has 
become reality. 

"All glories to SrTla Prabhu- 
pada whose mercy is like the im- 
partial rain clouds that rain indis- 
criminately. This — "ISKCON's New 
Mission" from BTP 30 is a very in- 
teresting article. I couldn't agree 
with you more. I joined the move- 
ment in 1971. I know this move- 
ment. For years I asked myself: 
what happened to ISKCON, where 
did it go? 

It's like Joe's dead body, but 
Joe is gone, his body is occupied 
by Ghosts. Similarly, the body of 
ISKCON is occupied by the ghosts 
of Hinduism; it is what ISKCON has 
become today. 

I noticed the erosion of 
ISKCON about a year after the de- 
parture of SrTla Prabhupada. The 
leaders of ISKCON are deemed 
as criminals today by many. SrTla 
Prabhupada once made a state- 
ment in the early seventies; many 
of you are here in the garbs of a 
devotee, but you are here to de- 
stroy — demons from the lower 
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planetary system have taken birth 
on this planet just to destroy this 
movement. We were all bewil- 
dered by this statement by SrTla 
Prabhupada — we wondered who 
were these people? Well, now we 
know" 

- Jlvadhara Dasa ACBSP, New York, 
USA 

Correcting ISKCON 

The following letter was sent 
from Professor D.D.Tewari, School 
of Economics and Management at 
the University of Natal in Durban, 
South Africa, and our response in 
blue is interspersed between his 
statements below: 

"I am happy for all the correc- 
tion steps that you have been 
engineering but how actually is 
ISKCON moving forward" 

If ISKCON accepts the "correc* 
tion steps" you have said you are 
"happy" that we have proposed, 
then ISKCON can move forward, 
because then by definition they 
will be moving in the "correct" di- 
rection, rather than the wrong 
one. 

"Don't you think you are brak- 
ing or perhaps decelerating the 
growth of ISKCON" 

By definition, the "correction 
steps" you approve of can only 
help ISKCON grow in the "correct" 
direction, rather then going in the 
wrong direction. 

"Why have you not gone to 
China to spread the word of 
Krsna?" 

Actually, we have. 

"Why are you spending cosy 
time in India?" 

We are not. We are preaching 
our message in many countries 
all over the world, in multiple lan- 
guages. 

"How many temples are built 
and how many new people are 
brought in to the Krsna con- 
sciousness outside India and the 
US? Why not spread this message 
to Islamic world of violence and 
they need it urgently. Too much 
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talk perhaps and less work!" 

1) The IRM believes that what 
is actually needed "urgently", is for 
ISKCON devotees to be correctly 
situated in Kr$na consciousness. 
And, consistent with our beliefs, 
as you have admitted, we are tak- 
ing the "correction steps" required. 

2) However, if you truly be- 
lieve what you have stated, then 
it is you who should be opening 
temples outside of India and the 
US and preaching to the Islam- 
ic world, instead of lecturing the 
IRM on what needs to be done. 
Otherwise you are guilty of the 
very charge of "too much talk per- 
haps and less work" that you ac- 
cuse the IRM of! 

Therefore, according to your 
own arguments, the IRM is acting 
in a manner consistent with the 
action it believes should be taken, 
whereas you are not. 

Please see this issue's Editorial, 
where we have expanded on this 
subject in greater depth. 

\m/BTP APPRECIATION 

"Received the latest BTP. 
Thanks a million. They keep get- 
ting better every time! Keep up 
the good work." 

- Donald McClelland, Virginia, USA 

"Great job. Great magazine, 
keep up the good work. May 
Krsna bless you all. 

Horibol!" 

- Balan, Perak, Malaysia 

"I gratefully acknowledge 
that I have received your Bock To 
Prabhupada publication. It is al- 
ways read as soon as it is received 
and continues to clarify the cur- 
rent deviations and my small com- 
mitment to the hope that things 
are changing for the better. 

My gratitude to you all for 
your continuing challenging of 
current practices and thinking to 
be found within ISKCON's leader- 
ship. One can only pray that they 
find it in their hearts to follow SrTla 


Prabhupada's'As it Is' instructions, 
for all our sakes. 

Hare Krsna." 

- Ralph Eberlein, Melbourne, Aus- 
tralia 

"Thank you very much and, as 
always, please continue in your 
work to spread the true teachings 
of His Divine Grace SrTla Prabhu- 
pada. 

Hare Krsna! 

Yours in service," 

- Damodara Dasa, San Vito, Italy 

"Received with thanks, as ever, 
for all your hard work. Always 
looking forward to the pictures of 
SrTla Prabhupada. My little niece 
was visiting and saw the picture 
and said, "Look its Opa" (grand- 
dad). So sweet! As ever looking 
forward to the next issue." 

- Elizabeth Wittig, Watford, England 

" Back To Prabhupada magazine 
has just arrived. It's so wonderful 
as always. 

Thank you so much!" 

- Mark Soller, Sorocaba, Brazil 

"All Glories to SrTla Prabhu- 
pada! Thanks for the wonderful 
service that you are doing for His 
Divine Grace. 

All glories to SrT Guru and 
Gauranga. Hare Krsna! 

Your servant," 

- Sudipto Chatterjee, Haryana, India 

"I would like ISKCON to be run 
as SrTla Prabhupada desired. I like 
this BTP magazine." 

- Rajendra Kumar Phulwari, Ra- 
jasthan, India 

"Hare Krsna. I was inspired by 
the story of Dhruvakumar when 
I was in 3rd std. and strongly be- 
lieved in Krsna. After knowing 
about SrTla Prabhupada and his 
books, the belief has become 
stronger and now strongest. HDG 
SrTla Prabhupada is the real guru. 

Thank you, Prabhu ." 

- Mohinl H, Bangalore, India 

"Wish you the very best in your 
hard work to put things straight in 
people's spiritual life. 

Without communicating with 
devotees, spiritual strength is 


not possible to advance further 
in Krsna's servitude. And that de- 
termination is very much needed, 
that's why I thank you very much 
for being here for others." 

- Vitalijus Poliakovas, London, UK 

"IRM is the best for ISKCON 
devotees." 

- Vishnu Tirtha Dasa, Sungai Petani, 
Malaysia 

"Hari bol Prabhu. Please keep 
up the great work on my favour- 
ite magazine. * 

Your work is incredible, and I 
thank you very much." 

- Natha Dasa, Prince Edward Island, • 

Canada 

"I am very happy to be sub- 
scribed to your magazine. Thank 
you very much! I have been prac- 
ticing for 4 years and have been 
discouraged by certain things in 
the movement. I met a devotee 
who told me about your mag- 
azine and movement. Prabhu- 
pada talked about using our intel- 
ligence. This magazine and your 
movement will help me do that! 

Thank you again! Hare Krsna! 

- Mark Flatley, Brooklyn, USA 

"This is an excellent magazine 
to enhance the spiritualism inside 
a man. My heart and soul are so 
attracted towards Krsna." 

- Nityananda Mishra, Odisha, India 

"I am very glad to inform you 
that I am changing my life style 
after reading topics in BTP. It re- 
moved the wrongs from my life. 

Now I am feeling happy." 

- Neel Patgiri, Assam, India 

"I met one of the IRM devo- 
tees today and it was enlighten- 
ing speaking with him. 

Please forward me a copy of 
" The Final Order"? 

Thanking you. 

Hare Krsna." 

- Ram G Khullar, Surrey, England 

"Hare Krsna, 

I apologize that I haven't 
made a financial offering to you, 
because your service is highly ap- 
preciated. Thank You," 

- Nashid Bey, Georgia, USA 
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HH Bhakti Charu Swami: 100% Wrong on 50% 







Student (BCS) trying to usurp the master (Srlla Prabhupada) 


I n the last issue, we showed 
ISKCON GBC-elected guru HH 
Bhakti Charu Swami ("BCS") at- 
tacking SrTla Prabhupada's teach- 
ings about the ISKCON gurukula 
schooling system and the modern 
educational system. BCS was ex- 
posed as describing SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's statements regarding these 
subjects as a "mistake" (please see 
"SrTla Prabhupada v. Bhakti Cha- 
ru Swami"). However, as we saw in 
that article, BCS engages in a dou- 
ble deception. Since BCS would not 
dare risk attacking SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's teachings directly for fear of 
alienating his followers, BCS tries 
to cover his attack on SrTla Prabhu- 
pada's teachings by claiming 
that he is actually presenting SrTla 
Prabhupada's teachings. And, by 
relying on his followers to be too 
lazy to check SrTla Prabhupada's 
teachings for themselves, BCS 
hopes to get away with this decep- 
tion. Below we can see that this is 
a recurring tendency with BCS. He 
again preaches against what SrTla 
Prabhupada taught by using the 
deception that SrTla Prabhupada 
did not teach it. All emphases have 
been added. 

Rupa Gosvami's 1 formula 

"So those who are in sense, 
grhasthas, they must give in 
charity, at least fifty percent of 
their income . That was shown 
by Rupa Gosvaml. He, fifty per- 
cent. [...] And people should 
give at least fifty percent of 
their income to this movement. 
Twenty-five percent to the fam- 
ily and twenty-five percent let 
him keep for himself in case of 
emergency. This is the example 
shown by Rupa Gosvaml." 

(Srlla Prabhupada Morning Walk, 
30/12/76) 

"Suppose you are earning 
$1,000 in a month. So according 
to Vedic instruction, you should 
give in charity fifty percent of 
your income. Five hundred dol- 
lars you should give in charity." 


(Srlla Prabhupada Lecture, 12/8/66) 

1 A predecessor acarya (guru). 

In explaining Rupa GosvamT's 
formula for donating one's in- 
come: 

1) SrTla Prabhupada is clear- 
ly saying that one should give 
at least "fifty percent of their in- 
come". SrTla Prabhupada even pro- 
vides a simple example to illus- 
trate that one should be distribut- 
ing 50% of one's total income. 

2) After 50% of one's total in- 
come is distributed, only then 
should what remains be spent on 
one's own needs. 

BCS states opposite 

Devotee: "How can we apply 
Rupa GosvamT's standard of giv- 
ing fifty percent of our income to 
ISKCON?" 

BCS: "Good point. Recently 
I had been faced with that ques- 
tion. You see considering today's 
situation nobody will be able to 
give fifty percent of his income. 
Prabhupada was very practical, he 
did not say something like that. 
[...] So here we have to under- 
stand that after taking care of all 
their needs, after they have taken 
care of their maintenance, what- 
ever is left over from that, fifty per- 
cent can be given to Krsna con- 
scious cause and so forth. Not just 
fifty percent from your income ." 
(Lecture, 31/5/13) 

Thus, BCS states the opposite 
of what SrTla Prabhupada teaches, 
by falsely claiming that: 

1) SrTla Prabhupada did not 
say that one should give "fifty per- 
cent of his income". 

2) The teaching is that one 
should spend money for oneself 
first, and only 50% of whatever re- 
mains after all this money is first 
spent, should then be donated. 

There is no doubt about the 
depth of BCS's deception here, for 
as the next section shows, SrTla 
Prabhupada stated repeatedy and 
consistently that one should give 
"50% of his income". 


The 50% formula 

"The prescription is for the 
grhasthas, for the household- 
er, as exemplified by Srlla RQpa 
Gosvaml that his income was di- 
vided into four parts. Fifty per- 
cent for Krsna, twenty-five per- 
cent for the family and twen- 
ty-five percent for his person- 
al reserve fund. That he showed 
us example how a grhastha 
should live. Not that out of hun- 
dred dollars, ninety-nine per- 
cent for my wife, and one per- 
cent for Krsna. No. Not like that. 
One should sacrifice at least fif- 
ty percent ." 

($rila Prabhupada Lecture, 23/12/68) 

"The major portion of our 
monetary income, not less than 
fifty percent, must be spent 
to carry out the order of Lord 
Krsna." 

(SB, 1.5.36) 

"Srlla Rupa Gosvaml has 
set such an example in his life. 
[...] This example should be fol- 
lowed by all devotees. What- 
ever one's income, fifty per- 
cent should be spent on behalf 
of Krsna and His devotees, and 
this will fulfill the demands of 
dadati." 

(The Nectar of Instruction, Text 4) 

"In this connection, we may 
inform that our disciples in 
Krsna consciousness move- 
ment, those who are grhasthas, 
they contribute at least fif- 
ty percent of their income. Yes. 
[...] Just like we, we have got 
our disciple. Professor Howard 
Wheeler. He gives more than fif- 
ty percent of his income for de- 
veloping our New Vrindaban 


scheme." 

(Srlla Prabhupada Lecture, 16/10/72) 

Note: There are many more 
similar quotes. The above is just a 
small sample. 

WARNING! 

The quotes above only apply 
to giving 50% of one's income to 
the genuine Krsna consciousness 
movement, and not to move- 
ments falsely claiming to repre- 
sent SrTla Prabhupada, which we 
continually expose in BTP. 

No need to change 
formula 

"I can understand that you 
are a family man. You cannot 
expend the whole amount you 
earn, but as your wife has pro- 
posed that she can allow you to 
spare 50%. So either 50% or any 
per cent you can easily spare for 
the Society, we shall welcome. 
Don't be overburdened." 

(Srlla Prabhupada Letter, 12/4/67) 

As we see from this quote, SrTla 
Prabhupada appreciated that it 
may be difficult to follow this for- 
mula. But just because the ideal 
is hard, does not mean we should 
change it, as BCS has done here. 
Because, once we begin to water- 
down the teachings, then all the 
spiritual potency will be lost: 

"Krsna consciousness is not 
a new process. It is very, very 
old — and standard. It cannot 
be changed. As soon as you try 
to change it, then the potency 
is lost. [...] No one wants to fol- 
low the standard way. Therefore 
everyone is failing, both spiritu- 
ally and materially." 

(The Science of Self-Realization, Ch. 5) 


please chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare and be happy! 
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Quotes, Notes and News (QNN) 


QNN follow-up 

I n BTP 40's QNN column, we ex- 
posed how an ISKCON Ratha- 
yatra festival, which is supposed 
to feature devotional activities for 
the pleasure of Lord Jagannatha, 
had instead featured "Bollywood"- 
style dancing and singing. Due 
to our expose, the story was lat- 
er repeated and commented on 
by others. One such comment 
was from ISKCON guru HH Bhak- 
ti Vikasa Swami ("BVKS"). In re- 
gards to the "Bollywood" event, he 
wrote: 

"I found it vulgar, shameful, 
and a disgrace to Srlla Prabhu- 
pada's good name. 

We can only wonder what the 
next notch down is in ISKCON's 
degradation, and pray that at 
some point the GBC awakes to 
its responsibility to stop the 
rot, lest ISKCON become just an 
empty shell entirely bereft of 
Srlla Prabhupada's mercy, and 
not worthy of consideration by 
anyone seriously interested in 
spiritual life/' 

(BVKS, 16/11/13) 

We are happy to note that 
BVKS is again following BTP's lead 
and agreeing with our exposes. 
However, his comment above rais- 
es a problem which is even more 
serious than the "vulgar disgrace" 
which we exposed. BVKS states 
that ISKCON continues to under- 
go "degradation", and that this will 
lead to ISKCON becoming "just an 
empty shell entirely bereft of Srlla 
Prabhupada's mercy". He states 
that it is the GBC who are respon- 
sible for this sorry state of affairs, 
since he desires that the GBC 
"awakes to its responsibility to stop 
the rot". Therefore, BVKS believes 
the GBC are so fallen that they 
can not even be bothered to stop 
the serious degradation which 
ISKCON is undergoing. Clearly, if 
BVKS accepts that the GBC are 
this fallen, they cannot simultane- 
ously be qualified to occupy the 
highest spiritual position of be- 



BVKS: Supports fallen GBC 
"gurus" due attachment to 
his own guru position. 


ing worshipped as "good as God/ 
sum total of the demigods" diksa 
gurus. Rather, if they are not con- 
cerned to ensure that ISKCON ad- 
heres strictly to Srlla Prabhupada's 
teachings, then they are not even 
qualified as disciples, never mind 
gurus. But the majority of the GBC 
do occupy such a guru position, 
and BVKS does accept that they 
are indeed all bona fide diksa gu- 
rus. BVKS adopts this contradic- 
tory position because he is also 
such a diksa guru, and, indeed, 
owes his guru position to author- 
isation from the same GBC body. 
And, therefore, challenging them 
on their right to hold their guru 
positions would also lead to his 
own guru position being threat- 
ened. Thus, he fully supports such 
fallen GBC members occupying 
such lofty positions, which by his 
own analysis, they are clearly not 
qualified to hold, because he is at- 
tached to holding on to his own 
guru position. 

Therefore, BVKS's contradicto- 
ry and compromised position can 
be summarised as follows: 

BVKS: The GBC are nonsense. 

BVKS: However, most GBC 
members are also bona fide "good 
as God"gurus. 

BVKS: I agree with such non- 
sense because I want to keep my 
position as a "good as God"guru! 


Editorial foilow-up 

In last issue's Editorial, "The 
IRM Way", we highlighted the fol- 
lowing simple formula: 

Allegation - Evidence = Allegation. 
Allegation + Evidence = Fact. 

Therefore, whenever one 
hears pronouncements, wheth- 
er it is from politicians, establish- 
ment "scientists" or persons claim- 
ing to be spiritual leaders, one 
should always apply this formula 
to see if they are actually speaking 
the truth. Consider the following 
declarations made by GBC-elect- 
ed guru hoaxer Sankarshan Dasa 
("SAD"). On 24/10/13, SAD was 
asked by a follower to explain: 
"who is a bona fide diksa (initiat- 
ing) guru in ISKCON". SAD replied 
with the following allegations: 

"Srlla Prabhupada said that 
his disciples would be the next 
gurus after him the line of 
disciplic succession." 

"He directly ordered them to 
become gurus." 

"Srlla Prabhupada's disciples 
who are following Srlla Prabhu- 
pada's mandate to make dis- 
ciples are not self-made gurus 
because they are acting as gu- 
rus in accordance with the order 
that they have received from 
Srlla Prabhupada." 

Please note that in all of these 
3 cases, SAD alleges some state- 
ment that Srlla Prabhupada sup- 
posedly made, but refuses to 
quote Srlla Prabhupada actual- 
ly stating it! These glaring omis- 
sions from SAD should imme- 
diately raise our suspicions that 
some cheating may be going on. 
Because one would expect SAD 
to just produce these so-called 
orders from Srlla Prabhupada that 
he claims exist, especially as it 
would take him no more time and 
space to quote them as it does to 
allege them! 

On further investigation, the 
reason for such glaring omis- 
sions becomes obvious. It is be- 
cause, in fact, Srlla Prabhupada 


never stated what SAD alleges! In- 
deed, SAD only became a guru al- 
most a quarter of a century after 
Srlla Prabhupada departed, due 
to only then finally managing to 
convince the GBC to give him the 
requisite number of "no objection" 
votes to become a guru. There- 
fore, if SAD was actually "directly 
ordered" to be guru and he is "act- 
ing in accordance" with this order 
as he claims, then Srlla Prabhu- 
pada would have had to issue the 
following order to SAD: 

"You can only become a guru 
if and when the GBC gives you 
the correct number of votes to 
do so, otherwise you can never 
become guru." 

And anyone can verify for 
themselves that Srlla Prabhupada 
never gave this "direct order" to 
SAD. 

Thus, applying the formula 
above, we can immediately note 
that SAD is not able to elevate his 
allegations into facts through fur- 
nishing the appropriate evidence. 
Instead, SAD is hoping that we 
will just take his word that the al- 
legations he makes are true. 

Unfortunately, throughout his- 
tory, unscrupulous leaders have 
been able to mislead and fool fol- 
lowers because the latter are not 
trained to distinguish between 
allegations and facts via the ex- 
istence of evidence. And, unfor- 
tunately, ISKCON — which is sup- 
posed to be providing an alter- 
native to such illusion and igno- 
rance — is also engaging in the 
same cheating activities. Mislead- 
ers such as SAD make false alle- 
gations, and blind followers swal- 
low whatever rubbish they spout. 
They are deliberately not be- 
ing trained in even the basics of 
Krsna consciousness, such as veri- 
fying all claims by reference to au- 
thority, which in ISKCON is Srlla 
Prabhupada's recorded teachings. 

However, through its educa- 
tional activities, the IRM is contin- 
uing to thwart such cheating. 


t 


* 
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The Proof of PAD 


T here is a simple technique 
which can be used to help de- 
termine the motivation underly- 
ing the existence of any particu- 
lar system. One can audit the dif- 
ferent reasons which those who 
have created the system have 
themselves rejected as being re- 
sponsible for the system. This 
process of elimination will then 
lead to the actual reason for why 
the system exists. Below, we ap- 
ply this method of analysis to 
ISKCON's GBC guru system. 

No functional need 

The existence of a guru sys- 
tem which arose specifically due 
to SrTla Prabhupada's physical 
departure, would by definition 
be based on the need for gurus 
who are "physically present", rath- 
er than physically absent. Indeed, 
the GBC paper Prabhupada's Or- 
der (1 998) aims to refute the IRM's 
foundational paper, The Final Or- 
der (1996), by claiming that such 
"living" gurus are essential in or- 
der for one to get a "proper un- 
derstanding of Vedic knowledge": 
"This is not surprising since 
his [Prabhupada's] books and 
conversations are absolutely 
full of references to the param- 
para system and how this sys- 
tem, of surrendering to a living 
bona-fide spiritual master, is 
imperative to the proper under- 
standing of Vedic knowledge" 
(GBC, Prabhupada's Order, 1998) 
However, the justification for 
the necessity of "living gurus" in 
order to understand Vedic knowl- 
edge has now been turned on its 
head by one such "living guru" 
himself, HH Kadamba Kanana 
Swami ("KKS"), who states that 
not answering a disciple's inquiry 
is actually a "very good" thing for 
a guru to do: 

"I always say: "If I don't an- 
swer your email then that's very 
good. Because then there is the 
good chance that I'm actually 
chanting my rounds and read- 


ing Sri mad Bhagavatam" 

When I answer all my emails 
very faithfully then you should 
doubt about my chanting be- 
cause it is not humanly possible 
to answer to all those emails." 
(HH Kadamba Kanana Swami's blog) 

Additionally, on page 3, we 
have already presented ISKCON 
UK admitting that ISKCON's GBC 
gurus cannot in any case provide 
such personal guidance for their 
disciples. 

No institutional need 

It may be argued that for an 
institution to remain dynamic and 
vital, it needs to project"living per- 
sonalities" as figureheads that fol- 
lowers can relate to. However, in 
this connection we may note that, 
for example, when ISKCON UK 
presented its "Vision document" 
for the future (please see BTP 41 
"GBC Adopts the IRM's Position!") 
it did not even mention the exist- 
ence of the GBC's "gurus"! Rather, 
it only projected SrTla Prabhupada 
as the main, significant, unifying 
personality for ISKCON. This is un- 
derstandable, since ISKCON's "gu- 
rus" have been a public relations 
disaster, with around 50% of them 
either having been censured or 
defrocked completely (please see 
BTP Special Issue 7, page 10). And, 
therefore, there is little faith that 
the current ones may also not de- 
viate in the future. Hence, in addi- 
tion to not serving any practical 
functional need, the GBC "gurus" 
do not fulfil any institutional need 
for figurehead personalities either. 

No traditional need 

Nor is ISKCON claiming it 
needs its gurus due to a need to 
fulfil any requirements for tradi- 
tion and historical precedent, for 
it admits that its guru system is 
completely without precedent 
and tradition: 

"[...] the idea of this GBC is 
not exactly traditional [...] What 
we were trying to do now you 


have to understand had nev- 
er been done [...] when you're 
going to have a single institu- 
tion with many different spirit- 
ual masters and there are many 
different disciples who are go- 
ing to have to work together in 
a cooperative and unified way. 
Just hadn't been done" 

(HG Ravindra Svarupa Dasa, ex-GBC 
Chairman, Lecture, 29/6/99 - 3/7/99) 

"the traditional guru disci- 
ple relationship [...] that is not 
the model given to us by Srila 
Prabhupada [...] devotees serv- 
ing as guru in ISKCON are not 
the ultimate authority as would 
be the case in the traditional ve- 
dic setting [...] This is a subtle 
but significant difference from 
the traditional guru disciple re- 
lationship" 

(Praghosa Dasa, GBC member, arti- 
cle, 1/6/09) 

No Sastric need 

Nor is ISKCON claiming that its 
guru system is driven by a desire 
to follow iastra (scripture), with its 
own "Gastric Advisory Committee" 
admitting that ISKCON's guru sys- 
tem has no basis in guru, sadhu or 
iastra: 

"Our present system has in- 
stitutionalized a process of sen- 
ior devotees voting or offering 
no-objection to prospective gu- 
rus. But we do not find that this 
institutionalized blessing seek- 
ing process is mentioned by 
guru, sadhu or sastra as the way 
that one is authorized to be- 
come a guru." 

( Balancing the Roles of the GBC and 
the Disciple in Guru Selection, GBC 
Sastric Advisory Committee) 

No need to follow orders 

Nor was ISKCON's guru system 
created due to any order from SrTla 
Prabhupada. It is admitted that 
the guru system arose purely due 
to the personal "desire" of those 
who had actually been appointed 
to serve only as rtviks: 


"Actually, Prabhupada never 
appointed any gurus. He didn't 
appoint eleven gurus. He ap- 
pointed eleven rtviks. [...] We 
made a great mistake. After 
Prabhupada's departure, what 
is the position of these eleven 
people? Obviously, Srila Prabhu- 
pada felt that of all the people, 
these people are particularly 
qualified. So it stands to reason 
that after Prabhupada's depar- 
ture, they would go on. if they 
so desired, to initiate ." 

(HH Tamala Krsna Goswami, 3/1 2/80, 
quoted in ISKCON Journal (1990), 
GBC Executive Committee, empha- 
sis added) 

It is also admitted that the 
system was then expanded with- 
out any authorisation from SrTla 
Prabhupada: 

"Is this an outright fabrica- 
tion or not? That Srila Prabhu- 
pada 'personally detailed the 
procedure for increasing the 
number of initiating guru[s]' is 
something we can only wish. Or 
falsely tell the Society he did." 
(Jayadvaita Swami, 13/12/03) 

Indeed, the ISKCON gurus 
themselves attest to this. For ex- 
ample, HH Sivarama Swami 
states that he became a guru only 
due to the prompting of a would- 
be disciple (Podcast, 4/1 0/06); and 
HH Bhakti Charu Swami states 
he became a guru because oth- 
er gurus "fell down" (PAMHO Text 
5992588, 1 6/2/02). Thus, they saw 
an opportunity and took it. 

Conclusion 

Hence, by their own admis- 
sion, ISKCON's guru system does 
not exist for any spiritual rea- 
son. Rather, the donations, disci- 
ples and service meant for SrTla 
Prabhupada have been appro- 
priated by ISKCON's gurus due to 
them acting unauthorisedly out of 
personal desire. Therefore, the sys- 
tem is motivated by the need for 
PAD (Profit, Adoration and Distinc- 
tion), rather than a spiritual order. 
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The Proof of PAD - 2 


I n the previous article, we demonstrated conclusively how ISKCON's guru system does not owe its existence to any spiritual reason, and, therefore, 
exists only to fulfill the material desires of its participants. This is further demonstrated by the absurd lengths to which the GBC are willing to go in 
order to preserve the guru system at all costs. The diagram below illustrates the insane philosophy which the GBC have had to propose in order to 
prop up their guru system: 


GBCs deviant guru philosophy 


Deviant gives initiation 

4 

Disciple takes shelter of deviant 

4 

Disciple is bona fide 
GBC system 


Srila Prabhupada gives initiation 

4 

Disciple only takes shelter of 
Srila Prabhupada 

4 

Disciple is a deviant 
Rtvik system 


T 


On the left-hand side is what the GBC claims to be a legitimate characteristic of their guru system. As we have seen in the cases of some of their 
gurus such as Prabhavisnu and Umapati (then) Swamis, the GBC admits that they were deviating sexually both during the time they gave initi- 
ations and after they gave the initiations (please see GBC Executive Committee statements, 1 3/1 /1 2, 2/2/1 2, and GBC Statements from GBC meet- 
ings, 201 0 and 28/2/1 1 ). Yet, the GBC insists the disciples who were created by such initiations are bona fide. This may be contrasted with what the 
GBC claims will happen if one takes initiation from Srila Prabhupada via the rtvik system which he established on July 9 th , 1 977, which is shown on 
the right-hand side of the diagram above. Here, a person is initiated by, and only takes shelter of, Srila Prabhupada. Yet, the GBC claims that any 
disciples created by such a system are deviants (please see GBC resolution 303, 1 999). Therefore, the GBC are proposing the absurd proposition 
that deviant initiations are bona fide, while bona fide initiations from Srila Prabhupada are deviant! 

Conclusion 

That the GBC are forced to resort to such insanity is further evidence that the guru system exists for no reason other than to fulfil PAD (Profit, Ad- 
oration and Distinction) desires of its participants. 

Over the previous 2 pages, the admissions of those who have created the guru hoax in ISKCON have been used to demonstrate that the system 
has no functional or sane basis. This lack of any legitimate reason for the system, combined with the crazy lengths the GBC have had to go to jus- 
tify it, underline how ISKCON's guru system does not exist to fulfill any spiritual purpose, but rather only to give opportunities for PAD. 
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